When Everyone Goes Away by Wright, Carolyne
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 17
Issue 2 Spring-Summer Article 25
1987
When Everyone Goes Away
Carolyne Wright
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Wright, Carolyne. "When Everyone Goes Away." The Iowa Review 17.2 (1987): 74-74. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.3512
When Everyone Goes Away 
When everyone goes away to other planets 
I'll stay in the abandoned city 
drinking a final glass of beer, 
then I'll go back to the town I always return to 
like the drunk to the tavern 
and the boy to ride horseback 
on the broken seesaw. 
In town I'll have nothing to do 
but put fireflies in my pockets 
or walk along beside the rusted rails 
or sit on the battered counter of a store 
to talk with old pals from school. 
Like a spider that goes back and forth 
on the same strands of its web 
I'll walk slowly through 
the weed-infested streets 
looking at the collapsing dovecotes 
until I get to my house 
where I'll shut myself in to listen 
to records of a singer from the thirties 
not 
caring ever again to look 
at the innumerable paths 
traced by rockets in outer space. 
translated by Carolyne Wright 
74 
University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org®
